ioo                ESSAYS ON FAITH

merely (as Paul says i Cor. xiii.) an inceptive science
or vision. In the knowledge of physical Nature Faith
precedes Science; the hypothesis its verification. It
is not a belief on the word of others, but a dim seeing
for ourself. So the belief in God, .i.e. in the (equi-
valent) personality, goodness and love of the unknown
world, which explains the known, is a dim vision of
that which reveals itself to us through the known;
and which, above all, evokes the response of our heart
and affection as well as of our reason. If the sun
were hid from us by an everlasting mist, yet his light
and warmth would lead us to believe in him as a
source of life and joy, and to frame hypotheses as to
his form and nature. Such knowledge would be an
inchoate science. We would not call it Faith, because
the sun does not, literally, reveal itself to us, or speak
to us ; whereas the Eternal and Spiritual Sun is freely,
spiritually, self-revealing.

7. MAN'S DESTINY

As soon as Fichte (Destiny of Man), passes from
a priori to prophetic history, and begins describing
the universal state or Kingdom of God as something
that will actually be realised on earth, we must take
leave of him. Such a notion implies every bit as
complete a subordination of the physical universe to
man's uses as that implied in the crudest interpreta-
tion of Genesis i. Moreover, it ignores the problem of
the contradiction entailed in the very notion of a
world of saints and perfect mortals; since good and
evil are correlative, nor could there be good men
were there no bad men. His fallacy is that he argues